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the gathering of Chinese marauders in that direction during the
remainder of the open season. About this time the air was full of
rumours concerning projected attacks on the Upper Sinkan town-
ship and on Bhamo. These rumours related mainly to the designs
of Kan Hlaing (Hkam Leng), whose earlier doings will be noted in
the next paragraph. On the 4th February 1889, at Malm, a village
on the Sinkan stream about twenty miles from Si-u, a patrol of
fifty military police proceeding to Sikaw came upon a large body of
rebels strongly stockaded. The stockade was attacked, but
without success, and the police were compelled to retire with the
loss of two men killed and ten wounded and all their baggage.
A strong military force under Captain Smith, K.A., consisting of
sixty men, Hampshire Regiment, 150 men, 17th Bengal Infantry,
and two guns, was then sent out from Bhamo, and engaged the
dacoits at Malin on the 7th February. The dacoits occupied a
strong position, from which they were not dislodged without a
severe contest, in which Lieutenant Stoddart and four men were
killed and seventeen men wounded. The gathering then dispersed
as suddenly as it had appeared. After the defeat of the rebels at
Malin, the villagers for the most part returned to their homes, and
the nucleus of the gathering dispersed, probably returning to
Maingpun. Orders were issued imposing fines on the villages which
had ] oined in the rising, and increasing the force of police at the
expense of the township. The township was also effectually disarmed.
Beyond the imposition of fines, no punishment was inflicted on the
rank and file of the insurgents, who were permitted to return peace-
fully to their villages. Kan Hlaing (Hkam Leng) retired to the
hills east of Si-u. On the 23rd March a detachment of troops was
sent to Sikaw to remain there during the rest of the dry season in
case this man should attempt further hostilities. At the end of
May an attempt was made to capture Kan Hlaing (Hkam Leng)
in his retreat in the hills, but it was frustrated by the action of the
Lwesaing and Tonhon Kachins, who afterwards descended in some
force and occupied Si-u. They were there attacked on the 2nd
June 1889 by a party of troops and police, and driven back with loss;
in July, however, they again advanced and attacked Sikaw itseli
The villagers and the Gurkha police beat them off, but the lateness
of the season made it impossible to venture on further punitive
operations before the cold weather,